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Department of Homeland Security

OMB No. 1615-0040; Expires 04/30/05

I-765, Application for

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services Eml:lozment Authorization

Instructions

The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) recommends that you retain a copy of your com pleted application for your records.
NOTE: USCIS is comprised of offices of the former Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS).
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Part 1. General,

Purpose of the Application. Certain aliens who are
temporarily in the United States may file a Form 1-765,
Application for Employment Authorization, to request an
Employment Authorization Document (EAD). Other aliens
who are authorized to work in the United States without
restrictions should also use this form to apply to the USCIS
for a document evidencing such authorization. Please review
Part 2: Eligibility Categories to determine whether you
should use this form,
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If you are a Lawful Permanent Resident, a Conditional
Resident, or a nonimmigrant authorized to be employed with a
specific employer under 8 CFR 274a.12(b), please do NOT use
this form.

Definitions

Employment Authorization Document (EAD): Form
1-688, Form 1-688A, Form 1-688B, Form 1-766, or any
successor document issued by the USCIS as evidence that the
holder is authorized to work in the United States.

Renewal EAD: an EAD issued to an eligible applicant at
or after the expiration of a previous EAD issued under the
same category.

Replacement EAD: an EAD issued to an eligible
applicant when the previously issued EAD has been lost,
stolen, mutilated, or contains erroneous information, such as a
misspelled name.

Interim EAD: an EAD issued to an eligible applicant when
the USCIS has failed to adjudicate an application within 90 days
of receipt of a properly filed EAD application or within 30 days
of a properly filed initial EAD application based on an asylum
application filed on or after January 4, 1995. The interim EAD
will be granted for a period not to exceed 240 days and is subject
to the conditions noted on the document.

Part 2. Eligibility Categories.

The USCIS adjudicates a request for employment authorization
by determining whether an applicant has submitted the required
information and documentation, and whether the applicant is
eligible. In order to determine your eligibility, you must identify
the category in which you are eligible and fill in that category in
question 16 on the Form 1-765. Enter only one of the

following category numbers on the application form. For
example, if you are a refugee applying for an EAD, you should
write "(a)(3)" at question 16.

For easier reference, the categories are subdivided as follows:

Page No.
Asylee/Refugee 1
Nationality Categories 2
Foreign Students 2

Eligible Dependents of Employees of Diplomatic
Missions, International Organizations, or NATO

Employment-Based Nonimmigrants

Adjustment of Status Categories
Other

3
3
Family-Based Nonimmigrants 3
4
4

Asylee/Refugee Categories l

Refugee--(a)(3). File your EAD application with either a
copy of your Form 1-590, Registration for Classification as
Refugee, approval letter or a copy of a Form 1-730,
Refugee/Asylee Relative Petition, approval notice.

Paroled as a Refugee—(a)(4). File your EAD application
with a copy of your Form 1-94, Departure Record.

Asylee (granted asylum)--(a)(5). File your EAD
application with a copy of the INS letter, or judge's decision,
granting you asylum. It is not necessary to apply for an EAD

as an asylee until 90 days before the expiration of your current
EAD.

um . ( A+t,
application) who Filed for Asylum on or after 7
January 4, 1995--(c)(8). (For specific instructions for -
applicants with pending asylum claims, see page 5). *‘/‘J

Asylum Applicant (with a pending asylum
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